Follow up from 2007 Session
NDSNO sent letters to legislators to either thank them for support or educate them on school nursing issues.  Letters were also sent to school administrators.

Sample letter of support:

Dear Representative, 
I am writing to you on behalf of the North Dakota School Nurse Organization. I have listed below the officers of the organization. We would like to thank you for your support of SB 2385, which was an appropriation for school nursing. The bill passed in the Senate, but regretfully, it did not pass in the House. 
 

We would like to clarify a few points that might have been misunderstood related to the bill.
      The bill would have been for both public and nonpublic school districts. This would have included both rural and urban areas in North Dakota. The school districts could have collaborated with public health, local JPA’s or a local medical facility to provide the nursing staff. 
      In North Dakota, some school districts currently have school nursing programs; this bill would have allowed those school districts to continue with their nursing programs and to apply for funding to enhance their services.
      The appropriation indicated that the services could only be used for school nursing activities. School nurses could provide a wide range of services for students, school staff and parents. These services would ultimately improve the health status of the students. In turn, this would have potentially improved their school attendance. Healthy students learn better. 
      Aside from the school districts that currently have nursing services, many other school districts expressed an interest in applying for the funding. 
      Amendments were made to the bill after the initial reading. 
      The one million dollars in the appropriation, with an equal match from the school district, could have potentially increased the FTE of school nurses throughout the state, from our current 30 to 50 or 60. 
 

We hope that in the future, if legislation is again pursued, you would continue to support school nursing. Every North Dakota child deserves a school nurse.
 

 

Kathy Mack, President, Grand Forks            Nancy Leith, Secretary, Fargo
Jane Prather, President Elect, Fargo             Phyllis Hanson, Treasurer, Mandan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Sample letter of information:

Dear Representative,
 

I am writing to you on behalf of the North Dakota School Nurse Organization. I have listed the officers of the organization below. We were involved with the development of SB 2385, which was an appropriation for school nursing. The bill passed in the Senate, but regretfully did not pass in the House. 
 

We would like to clarify a few points that might have been misunderstood related to the bill.
      The bill would have been for both public and nonpublic school districts. This would have included both rural and urban areas in North Dakota. The school districts could have collaborated with public health, local JPA’s or a local medical facility to provide the nursing staff. 
      In North Dakota, some school districts currently have school nursing programs; this bill would have allowed those school districts to continue with their nursing programs and to apply for funding to enhance their services.
      The appropriation indicated that the services could only be used for school nursing activities. School nurses could provide a wide range of services for students, school staff and parents. These services would ultimately improve the health status of the students. In turn, this would have potentially improved their school attendance. Healthy students learn better. 
      Aside from the school districts that currently have nursing services, many other school districts expressed an interest in applying for the funding. 
      Amendments were made to the bill after the initial reading. 
      The one million dollars in the appropriation, with an equal match from the school district, could have potentially increased the FTE of school nurses throughout the state, from our current 30 to 50 or 60. 
 

We hope that in the future, if legislation is pursued, you will consider supporting school nursing. Every North Dakota child deserves a school nurse. 
 

Kathy Mack, President, Grand Forks                                                       Jane Prather, President Elect, Fargo
Nancy Leith, Secretary, Fargo                                                                   Phyllis Hanson, Treasurer, Mandan

Responses after receiving the letter:

· Thank you for your email, and I agree wholeheartedly with what you have stated.  I argued  in favor of this bill on the floor, but was not able to convince many to vote in favor of it.

 

Good news, however, an amendment was offered in the senate appropriations committee to put the funding back in, and it passed appropriations.  It is now headed to the senate floor and then to conference committee.

 

Representative Lisa Wolf

District 3 - Minot

· I was very disappointed to hear that this bill was killed in the house.  My colleagues and I were very supportive of this bill.  I would be happy to sponsor legislation in the next session.  Thanks for the information. 
 

Senator JoNell A. Bakke
 

· I don't oppose an employed or contracted school nurse.  With approximately 80 million dollars being added to education funding, I would hope that school districts would consider it a priority.  It has always been my thought that this should be another function of school funding.  Far more important than running buses.
 

Thank you for the email.
 

Clara Sue Price
· We, too, were sorry that the bill failed in the House.  It's hard to wait until next term, but we'll try again.  Senator Jim Pomeroy
I will continue to support you all in your efforts. We are actually trying to find a way to bring the concept back. It's never over until it is over.
Thanks for all you do.
Kathy Hawken
· WHY NOT GET THE SPONSORS TO AMEND SB 2200 AND ADD IT IN TO K-12.M  THERE IS $82,000,000 NEW MONEY IN THAT BILL AND COULD EASILY SUSTAIN IT. REP. ALON WIELAND
· You, hopefully, understand how strongly I feel about this issue.  We need school nurses in every school, rural or urban.  I was most saddened that the majority party decided that the money would not have been better spent on nurses than on prisons.
Know you will continue to have my support on any other nursing issues.
Please keep in touch!
Lois Delmore
· Thanks for the information regarding the ND School Nurse Organization.  I thought the bill to be a good idea and still do.  Best wishes as  you peruse this in the future.
Robert Horne
